Week Ending Friday, January 25, 2008

Proclamation 8217—National
Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2008

January 18, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On National Sanctity of Human Life Day,
we recognize that each life has inherent dig-
nity and matchless value, and we reaffirm our
steadfast determination to defend the weak-
est and most vulnerable members of our soci-
ety.

America was founded on the belief that
all men are created equal and have an in-
alienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness, and our country remains com-
mitted to upholding that founding principle.
Since taking office, I have signed legislation
to help protect life at all stages, and my Ad-
ministration will continue to encourage adop-
tion, fund abstinence education and crisis
pregnancy programs, and support faith-based
groups. Today, as our society searches for
new ways to ease human suffering, we must
pursue the possibilities of science in a man-
ner that respects the sacred gift of life and
upholds our moral values.

Our Nation has made progress in its efforts
to protect human life, and we will strive to
change hearts and minds with compassion
and decency. On National Sanctity of Human
Life Day and throughout the year, we help
strengthen the culture of life in America and
work for the day when every child is wel-
comed in life and protected in law.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, January
20, 2008, as National Sanctity of Human Life
Day. I call upon all Americans to recognize
this day with appropriate ceremonies and to
underscore our commitment to respecting

and protecting the life and dignity of every
human being.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of January, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:56 a.m., January 24, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 25. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 19, 2008

Good morning. Yesterday I visited Wright
Manufacturing, a business in Frederick,
Maryland, that makes commercial
lawnmowers. Businesses like Wright are the
driving force behind our economic success.
They create jobs and opportunities for mil-
lions of workers. And entrepreneurs like
those at Wright Manufacturing keep our
economy growing.

This is a challenging period for our econ-
omy, and I know many of you listening are
concerned about the future. My advisers and
many outside experts expect that our econ-
omy will continue to grow over the coming
year, but at a slower rate than we have en-
joyed for the past few years. And there’s a
risk of a downturn. Continued instability in
the housing market, for example, could cause
additional harm to the overall economy and
put our growth and job creation in jeopardy.

In recent months, we have taken steps to
shore up the housing sector, including meas-
ures to help struggling homeowners avoid
foreclosure and keep their homes. I have also
asked Congress to pass legislation to mod-
ernize the Federal Housing Administration
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and enable it to provide more assistance to
struggling homeowners. Congress needs to
send me a bill with these reforms right away.

After careful consideration and discussion
with Members of Congress, I have concluded
that additional action is needed to keep our
economy growing and creating jobs. Con-
gress and my administration need to work
together to enact an economic growth pack-
age as soon as possible.

As Congress considers such a plan, there
are certain principles that should guide their
deliberations. This growth package must be
big enough to make a difference in an econ-
omy as large and dynamic as ours, which
means it should be about 1 percent of GDP.
This growth package must be built on broad-
based tax relief that will directly affect eco-
nomic growth, not the kind of spending
projects that would have little immediate im-
pact on our economy. This growth package
must be temporary and take effect right away
so we can get help to our economy when
it is needed most. And this growth package
must not include any tax increases.

Specifically, this growth package should
bolster both business investment and con-
sumer spending, which are critical to eco-
nomic growth. This requires two key provi-
sions. To be effective, a growth package must
include tax incentives for American busi-
nesses, including small businesses, to make
investments in their enterprises this year.
And it must also include direct and rapid in-
come tax relief for Americans like you.

Passing a new growth package is our most
pressing economic priority. And when that
is done, Congress must turn to the most im-
portant economic priority for our country:
making sure the tax relief now in place is
not taken away from you. Unless Congress
acts, the marriage penalty will make a come-
back, the child tax credit will be cut in half,
the death tax will come back to life, and tax
rates will go up on regular income, capital
gains, and dividends. This tax increase would
put jobs and economic growth at risk. So it
is critical that Congress make this tax relief
permanent.

I am optimistic about our economy be-
cause people like you have shown time and
again that Americans are the most indus-
trious, creative, and enterprising people in

the world. That is what has made our econ-

omy strong, and that is what will make it

stronger in the challenging times ahead.
Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 12:15 p.m.
on January 18 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 19.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 18 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks During a Visit to the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Memorial Library

January 21, 2008

Thanks for having us. Listen, Laura and
I are thrilled to be with you. We’re honored
to be with the Mayor and Councilman Jack
Evans. We appreciate very much the—Serve
DC, that is working to inspire volunteerism,
and I want to thank this beautiful library for
hosting us.

I just got a couple of comments I want
to say. First of all, Martin Luther King Day
is—means two things to me. One is the op-
portunity to renew our deep desire for Amer-
ica to be a hope—a land of promise for every-
body, a land of justice, and a land of oppor-
tunity. It’s also an opportunity to serve our
fellow citizens. They say Martin Luther King
Day is not a day off; it should be a day on.
And so today Laura and I witnessed acts of
compassion as citizens were here in the li-
brary volunteering their time, and that’s
what’s happening all across America today.

But a day on should be not just one day;
it really ought to be every day. And our fellow
citizens have got to understand that by loving
a neighbor like you'd like to be loved your-
self, by reaching out to someone who hurts,
by just simply living a life of kindness and
compassion, you can make America a better
place and fulfill the dream of Martin Luther
King.

Martin Luther King is a towering figure
in the history of our country. And it is fitting
that we honor his service and his courage
and his vision. And today we’re witnessing
people doing just that by volunteering their
time.



